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Division 72:  Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, $1 527 000 - 
Mr Dean, Chairman.   

Mr Ripper, Treasurer, representing the Minister for Goldfields-Esperance. 

Mr BIRNEY:  Does the minister intend to have an adviser for this division?   

Mr RIPPER:  No.   

Mr BIRNEY:  Why not?   

Mr RIPPER:  I do not know.   

Mr BIRNEY:  I want to ask a number of important questions and, although the minister has considerable ability, 
I do not expect him to know all the answers.  I am disappointed that he does not have an adviser, because I will 
not be able to obtain the information that I seek.   

At page 1272 of the Budget Statements reference is made to the four major outputs for the Goldfields-Esperance 
Development Commission.  There has been a fairly significant drop in the estimated actual for all four outputs, 
to the value of $425 000.  The last line of the table shows a decrease in the budget from last year to this year of 
between $20 000 and $30 000.  The quaint little term “adjustments” keeps popping up, and last year there was an 
adjustment of $286 000.  Paragraph (b) on page 1272 states -  

Adjustments are related to movements in cash balances and other accrual items such as receivables, 
payables and superannuation. 

Will the minister explain what the $286 000 is for, because without that adjustment this year’s decrease in the 
expenditure on the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission would be $425 000.  In reality, that is the 
situation.  Perhaps the minister would like to provide his explanation by way of supplementary information?   

Mr RIPPER:  I will provide the specifics of the $286 000 by way of supplementary information.   

[Supplementary Information No A12] 

Mr RIPPER:  In addition to the appropriation, an agency’s annual expenditure is based upon other factors.  For 
example, an agency may decide to run down its cash balance and spend more than the appropriation in a 
particular year.  Alternatively, it may find that a project does not proceed as quickly as expected, and money is 
left over at the end of the financial year.  That money is rolled over and moves into the agency’s cash balance.  It 
might be spent in the subsequent year or the year after that.  I will provide the member with the relevant 
accounting information from the agency.   

Mr BIRNEY:  Will the minister also provide a breakdown of the operating revenues for 2001-02 and 2002-03 by 
way of supplementary information?  The first figure is $682 000 and the second figure is $567 000.   

Mr RIPPER:  I have no difficulty providing that information.   

[Supplementary Information No A13] 

Mr BIRNEY:  I note that $1.527 million is allocated to the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission.  As 
recently as today a discussion paper was issued by the Esperance Shire Council detailing its concerns about the 
commission, inasmuch as it is not living up to the shire’s expectations.  The shire recommends that the money 
from the development commission be transferred to local government in some way and that local government 
continue those operations that would normally have been undertaken by the development commission.  Has the 
minister had any discussions with anyone on the transfer of funds from any development commissions to local 
government?   

Mr RIPPER:  I am not aware of any discussions.  It is an interesting proposition from local governments.  
Presumably they want to use state revenues for their own purposes; whereas the Government might have its own 
views on what is important for the promotion of the Goldfields-Esperance region. 

Committee adjourned at 5.00 pm 
__________ 

 


